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Exploring the subterranean landscape

FORGET SUNNY landscapes. For
adventurous photographers,
there's an alternate world tu
explore below ground. And with
thousands of caves and caverns
across the U.S, you've likely got
several nearby, from the saltpeter
caves of Alabama and Kentucky
to the marble caves of California
and Oregon. Tennessee alone has
some 10,000 documented ones.

Caver and photographer Dave
Bunnell (www.underearth.us),
who has been shooting under-
ground for nearly 40 years, breaks
caves Into two types: dr amatically
lit show caves, with guided tours,
and undeveloped caves, where
you must bring all the lighting—
including a good headlamp.

Show caves offer accessibility
and enticing light, but getting good
photos can be tough. Says Bunnell,
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“They have a lot of limitations.
You're time-restricted on a tour,
most don't allow tripods, and you
have to keep your flash on the
camera.” Mixed lighting (Including
fluorescents) is a problem, too.
But some popular attractions
(such as Carlsbad Caverns) have
Self guided trails, and some make
a I'I'aI'lE-TE‘ITu"—"I'lT_'E for photographers,
More enticing, says Bunnell, are
undeveloped sites, including lava
tube caves. Some require Spelunl::-
Ing experience; DTth are acce
' caving groups.
But some you can ;.111"1p1 y walk In
to. Almost all are totally dark.
Bunnell's solution? Multiple
slaved flash units to light deep
into the cave. “Off-camera flash
gives more depth to the photo,” he
says. ‘T usually use at least t-.:-u,
sometimes up to five or six

sible to beginners

NEVERSINK
PIT Bunnell
shot this 150-
foot drop in
Alabama. For
sites near
you, try www.
caves.org or
cavem.com.
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SIMPLE IS NN COMPLEX

A wide-angle lens 1s plenty.
“Wider is better since sometimes
you don't have the option of get-
ting further away,” he says

And always p
against the inevita _'Jl'.: {j_l_]_b[ ar 1rj
molsture. —Jeff Wignall
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Carlsbad Caverns National Park, Carlshad, NM. An 8.2-acre
Big Room (partially wheelchair-accessible); ranger- and self-guided
tours. Mexican free-tail bats exodus, summer twilights.

Howe Caverns, Howe's Cave, NY. An elevator takes you 156
feet below the surface; some tours include boat rides.

Mammoth Cave National Park, Mammoth Cave, KY. More than
390 miles of explored caves. Variety of guided tours.

UNDEVELOPED CAVES

Ape Cave, Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic Monument,
Amboy, WA. Two trails: easy and more challenging,

Craters of the Moon National Monument, Arco, ID. Four lava-
tube caves accessible from loop drive.

Lava Beds National Monument, Tulelake, CA. Some caves
have ladders and trails; easy walks to strenuous excursions.,
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